Pick Scales 


Pick was very influenced by both Stanley Clarke and 
Ralph Armstrong who were two of the hot jazz bass 
players of the time and still are today. Pick took the 
knowledge that he developed from them and all the 
bands he had enjoyed and had learned from and 
had created his own style and mode of creativity 
that was like nothing anyone had ever heard or 
could even imagined. It was difficult to get other 
musicians to play or record much of what he had 
composed on the hundreds of taped recordings he 
had done himself as demos for the musician could 
listen to and maybe be interested in performing or 
recording them with him sometime. He got to record 
over fifty of his demos and played many live with 
musicians that were good enough to learn the 
compositions and execute them with the dexterity 
that Pick always demanded. 


Sometimes he would play pranks on people that 
some may have been taken as being in bad taste. 
To get a laugh from his fellow employees where he 
had been working at the time, and sneaked up to an 
underling that was sitting down busy doing paperwork 
and quietly took his penis out and gently put it on his 
shoulder. The employee was distracted on his work 
and didn't notice it right away when he felt something 
on his right shoulder he looked and jumped up while 
Pick was taking it off. Everyone was cracking up and 
almost pissing their pants it was so funny. The person 
was a real pain in the ass and went to human 
resources to tell them and complain but everyone 
denied it even the manager that saw it happen. 


They all said it was the most stupidest thing they ever 
heard and why would someone do it anyways. The 
employees soon found another job. He did coke fora 
while and would go out with his buddy Wrank and have 
drinks at one of the many bars and dives in Lowell at 
the time. It was the early eighties and they would first 
meet up at every musicians favorite place to eat 
Espresso Pizza that was next to the Rialto. The 
Hippest club in Lowell was the Front Page that was 

on Middle Street and was operated by a little heavy 
set guy named Walter. He had blues on Thursday 
Friday and Saturday and had jazz on Sunday. 

Most if not all the bands that played there were | 

ocal guys that live and was employed in the area. 
Tuesday was Open mic night at the Page and it 
became Lance Gargoyle start in playing out in Lowell. 
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Later in life he moved away from Lowell and got 
married and had two kids. Got divorced,became a Hari 


Krishna when he got remarried got divorced again 
and did stand up for a while in Cambridge and 
created and published several books of his cartoons 
from Nantucket. Even though he was a Hari Krishna 
he still drank, chase woman and still did drugs once 

in a while but rarely. Luckily that was later in life after 
leaving Lowell and he never came back or ever looked 
back. His recordings and influence still reverberates 
with the musicians who knew him or had heard about 
him. 


In his day when he played even when he practiced 
by himself he would never miss a beat or a opportunity 
to learn and develop something new and interesting. 
He would just get in that magic zone and the rest of 
the world was gone and the only thing he would feel in 
those moments was a suspension of time and reality. 


He always knew the right groove that would fit the 
moment,the style of the music that was being created 
and input on how to make it the best it could become. 

He was called the Groove Master whenever he 
performed with his favorite line up of his favorite musician 
to play with Wrank Zuppa and Riff Tempo when they 
had the areas most popular band in Lowell called 
Zaptwistle. Zaptwisle was a band that created music 
inspired by two well known musicians of the times Frank 
Zappa and John Entwistle. 


They played out for about two 

years together regularly and recorded some of the most 
fantastic recordings that their fellow musicians,artists and 
other people that were involved in entertainment had ever 
heard before. They gave away tapes at the time but few 
are even recovered today. After Zaptwistle ran its course 
the three of them started The Kings Of Leisure with other 
musicians and other Creative that live in or around Lowell. 


The Kings,as they were called,were the most 
unrecognized band that ever developed in Lowell at 

the time or any time in the future because the mainly 
performed at parties because it was impossible toget 
gigs at the few clubs or bars in Lowell that had bands 

at the time because they wanted music that was popular 
or songs that people knew. But they recorded over 200 
songs at Dead Egg Studios on Appleton Street that was 
located in the basement of the rooming house that Lance 
Gargoyle was recording in and releasing music of 
musicians from the Lowell area at the time. Lance also 
had a room at the Rialto and recorded another 100 songs 
that the Kings had created. A lot started out as just 
jamming but turned out to be some of the most unique 
recordings that Lance had collected. Lance recorded 
everything and had boxes with hundreds of tapes of 


recordings of himself and all the musicians he knew. 


What makes the collection so interesting was that 
although there are over 500 basic tracks there was 
also the hundred of songs Lance recording of the 
gatherings and jams when guest musicians would 
visited the Rialto or when other musicians got involved 
that had room or musicians that lived in or around 
Lowell. 
Good luck and god bless Pick Scales 
where ever you are and whoever you were. 


